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program note:

2002 ... at summer’s end for brass quintet is in three movements. As the title suggests, it
was composed at the end of last summer — as a diversion from my efforts on a large,
complex theatrical work. Unsurprisingly, the quintet is simple, direct, and concise. While
the outer two movements share some characteristics and musical ideas, the first is more
playful and (without precedence for me) entirely in 6/8. The middle movement, composed
during the days leading up to the first anniversary of the 9/11 terrorist attacks, is not an
attempt to deal directly with those events or their immediate aftermath, but merely an
expression of the dark and somber mood of reflection that engulfed me (and countless
others, I’m sure) as that anniversary approached. The last movement begins with a playful
wink at the first, then forcefully (recklessly?) plunges ahead, as if trying to put as much
distance as possible between itself and the second movement. The improbably sunny
ending emerges out of a passage of maximum contrapuntal density when all parts
suddenly converge on the jagged, syncopated tuba line from earlier in the movement.

about the composer:

Mark Phillips, a professor and Presidential Research Scholar at Ohio University, won the
1988 Barlow International Competition. His music has received hundreds of performances
throughout the US, and in Europe, South America, Japan, and China, including over 40
orchestra performances, by groups such as the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra and the
Cleveland Orchestra. His music has been recorded by Richard Stoltzman and the Warsaw
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Lark Quartet, and several solo artists. He has been especially
pleased to learn that his music is also turning up around the country on student recital
programs and even graduate school auditions.
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